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In his scathing The Theory of the Leisure Class, Thorstein Veblen produced a landmark study of affluent
American society that exposes, with brilliant ruthlessness, the habits of production and waste that link
invidious business tactics and barbaric social behavior. Veblen's analysis of the evolutionary process sees
greed as the overriding motive in the modern economy, and with an impartial gaze he examines the human
cost paid when social institutions exploit the consumption of unessential goods for the sake of personal
profit. Fashion, beauty, animals, sports, the home, the clergy, scholars--all are assessed for their true
usefulness and found wanting. Indeed, Veblen's critique covers all aspects of modern life from dress, class,
the position of women, home decoration, industry, business, and sport, to religion, scholarship, and
education. The targets of Veblen's coruscating satire are as evident today as they were a century ago, and his
book still has the power to shock and enlighten. Martha Banta's introduction illuminates Veblen's
uncompromising arguments as it highlights the literary force of Veblen's writing and its influence on later
American writers such as Edith Wharton, Henry James, Dos Passos, and F. Scott Fitzgerald. She also sheds
light on his critique of the plight of women and his evolutionary arguments as they relate to modern society.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Freeman:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's
Classics) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Terrance Oneal:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Theory of the Leisure
Class (Oxford World's Classics) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Stephen Beatty:

Often the book The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's Classics) has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after looking over this book.

Rhonda Lanham:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's Classics) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.
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