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By the 1920s, English comic Stan Laurel had been in dozens of films and American Oliver Hardy had
appeared in hundreds, but it was not until they formed a duo together in 1926 that they began to truly be
noticed. Once they did, however, Laurel & Hardy became one of the most famous comedy teams in
American history, with a career that spanned 4 decades and included over 100 combined shorts and feature
films. Even today, nearly 60 years after their last performances together, Laurel & Hardy are still popular,
alongside legends like The Three Stooges and Abbott & Costello, and their routines are still watched across
the globe.

Perhaps most importantly, Laurel & Hardy were forerunners of slapstick comedy and thus influenced those
that followed. Their complementary styles of slapstick humor, with the thin, childish Laurel acting as a foil
for the overweight and overly pompous Hardy, offered a template for others to follow, and the duo
established several famous gags that other acts like the Stooges subsequently mimicked. For example, when
Laurel occasionally came up with a smart idea, something completely out of character, the surprised Hardy
would ask him to repeat what he just said, and Laurel would be unable to replicate it. That theme would
recur with Curly and the Stooges, and Laurel & Hardy’s use of “D’oh!” has been made even more famous by
Homer Simpson in The Simpsons. Of course, the physical aspects of their slapstick, which often included
destruction and mayhem, proved popular for them and several groups as well.

Ironically, one of America’s most famous comedy duos, and the performers of the country’s most famous
skit, came together in part because Lou Costello had already failed to cut it in the film industry. In fact,
Costello had appeared in a Laurel & Hardy film in 1927 before meeting his partner, Bud Abbott, on the
burlesque circuit in New York City. In fact, the two first performed together in 1935 only because Abbott
filled in for Costello’s usual partner, who happened to be ill one fateful day.

Over time, Abbott & Costello perfected their routine, which typically consisted of Abbott playing the straight
man while his dimwit partner acted foolishly and interrupted his plans. It was a shtick that also did well on
radio, albeit one that required Costello to modify his voice with a higher pitch that not only differentiated his
from Abbott but also made him sound appropriately dumber. By 1940, they were not only successful on the
radio but also among America’s most popular movie stars, a status they held almost consistently throughout
the decade and into the early 1950s.

The legendary comedy duo performed together for decades, and like similar acts, their popularity began to
wane over time, but Abbott & Costello are still household names today. While all of their material is still in
syndication and watched by many, they are best known today for “Who’s on First”, the famous routine in
which Abbott’s answers about the names of baseball players at various positions on the field sound like
questions and completely confuse Costello. Although the skit was pieced together from various others, it was
immortalized by Abbott & Costello and helped popularize not only the duo but some of their subsequent



material.

Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America’s Most Popular Comedy Duos examines the lives, careers,
and comedy of the famous performers. Along with pictures and bibliographies, you'll learn about them like
never before.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Stock:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America's Most Popular Comedy Duos can be your
answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Janet Baltimore:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to your account is Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America's Most Popular Comedy Duos this guide
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Thomas Schroeder:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America's Most Popular Comedy Duos. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to
other place.

Tyler Cote:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America's Most Popular Comedy Duos when you
required it?
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