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This is a masterly theoretical treatment of one of the central problems in evolutionary biology, the evolution
of social cooperation and conflict. Steven Frank tackles the problem with a highly original combination of
approaches: game theory, classical models of natural selection, quantitative genetics, and kin selection. He
unites these with the best of economic thought: a clear theory of model formation and comparative statics,
the development of simple methods for analyzing complex problems, and notions of information and
rationality. Using this unique, multidisciplinary approach, Frank makes major advances in understanding the
foundations of social evolution.

Frank begins by developing the three measures of value used in biology--marginal value, reproductive value,
and kin selection. He then combines these measures into a coherent framework, providing the first unified
analysis of social evolution in its full ecological and demographic context. Frank also extends the theory of
kin selection by showing that relatedness has two distinct meanings. The first is a measure of information
about social partners, with close affinity to theories of correlated equilibrium and Bayesian rationality in
economic game theory. The second is a measure of the fidelity by which characters are transmitted to future
generations--an extended notion of heritability.

Throughout, Frank illustrates his methods with many examples, including a complete reformulation of the
theory of sex allocation. The book also provides a unique "how-to" guide for constructing models of social
behavior. It is essential reading for evolutionary biologists and for economists, mathematicians, and others
interested in natural selection.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Banks:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Foundations of Social Evolution will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Sarah Winship:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Foundations of Social Evolution is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Tiffany Lyons:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Foundations of Social Evolution.

Elizabeth Blake:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Foundations of Social Evolution your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
prior to. The Foundations of Social Evolution giving you a different experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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