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The past decade has seen an extraordinarily intense period of experimentation with computer technology
within the performing arts. Digital media has been increasingly incorporated into live theater and dance, and
new forms of interactive performance have emerged in participatory installations, on CD-ROM, and on the
Web. In Digital Performance, Steve Dixon traces the evolution of these practices, presents detailed accounts
of key practitioners and performances, and analyzes the theoretical, artistic, and technological contexts of
this form of new media art. Dixon finds precursors to today's digital performances in past forms of theatrical
technology that range from the deus ex machina of classical Greek drama to Wagner's Gesamtkunstwerk
(concept of the total artwork), and draws parallels between contemporary work and the theories and practices
of Constructivism, Dada, Surrealism, Expressionism, Futurism, and multimedia pioneers of the twentieth
century.

For a theoretical perspective on digital performance, Dixon draws on the work of Philip Auslander, Walter
Benjamin, Roland Barthes, Jean Baudrillard, and others. To document and analyze contemporary digital
performance practice, Dixon considers changes in the representation of the body, space, and time. He
considers virtual bodies, avatars, and digital doubles, as well as performances by artists including Stelarc,
Robert Lepage, Merce Cunningham, Laurie Anderson, Blast Theory, and Eduardo Kac. He investigates new
media's novel approaches to creating theatrical spectacle, including virtual reality and robot performance
work, telematic performances in which remote locations are linked in real time, Webcams, and online drama
communities, and considers the "extratemporal" illusion created by some technological theater works.
Finally, he defines categories of interactivity, from navigational to participatory and collaborative. Dixon
challenges dominant theoretical approaches to digital performance -- including what he calls
postmodernism's denial of the new -- and offers a series of boldly original arguments in their place.
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From reader reviews:

Dwayne Moseley:

The book Digital Performance: A History of New Media in Theater, Dance, Performance Art, and
Installation (Leonardo Book Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Digital Performance: A History of New Media
in Theater, Dance, Performance Art, and Installation (Leonardo Book Series) to become your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication Digital Performance: A
History of New Media in Theater, Dance, Performance Art, and Installation (Leonardo Book Series). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this book?

Steven Anderson:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Digital Performance: A History of New
Media in Theater, Dance, Performance Art, and Installation (Leonardo Book Series) book since this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it as you know.

Margaret Bonner:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Digital Performance: A History
of New Media in Theater, Dance, Performance Art, and Installation (Leonardo Book Series) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
could pick Digital Performance: A History of New Media in Theater, Dance, Performance Art, and
Installation (Leonardo Book Series) become your own personal starter.

Robert Wolfe:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Digital Performance: A History of New
Media in Theater, Dance, Performance Art, and Installation (Leonardo Book Series) is simple to create you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual



printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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