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A breakthrough examination of the professional wrestling, its history, its fans, and its wider cultural
impact
 
The Squared Circle grows out of David Shoemaker’s writing for Deadspin, where he started the column
“Dead Wrestler of the Week” (which boasts more than 1 million page views)—a feature on the many
wrestling superstars who died too young because of the abuse they subject their bodies to—and his writing
for Grantland, where he covers the pro wrestling world, and its place in the pop culture mainstream.
Shoemaker’s sportswriting has since struck a nerve with generations of wrestling fans who—like him—grew
up worshipping a sport often derided as “fake” in the wider culture. To them, these professional wrestling
superstars are not just heroes but an emotional outlet and the lens through which they learned to see the
world.

 
Starting in the early 1900s and exploring the path of pro wrestling in America through the present day, The
Squared Circle is the first book to acknowledge both the sport’s broader significance and wrestling fans’
keen intellect and sense of irony. Divided into eras, each section offers a snapshot of the wrestling world,
profiles some of the period’s preeminent wrestlers, and the sport’s influence on our broader culture. Through
the brawling, bombast, and bloodletting, Shoemaker argues that pro wrestling can teach us about the nature
of performance, audience, and, yes, art.
 
Full of unknown history, humor, and self-deprecating reminiscence—but also offering a compelling look at
the sport’s rightful place in pop culture—The Squared Circle is the book that legions of wrestling fans have
been waiting for. In it, Shoemaker teaches us to look past the spandex and body slams to see an art form that
can explain the world.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Maggard:

The book The Squared Circle: Life, Death, and Professional Wrestling can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
The Squared Circle: Life, Death, and Professional Wrestling? A few of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book The Squared Circle: Life, Death, and Professional Wrestling has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Adrian Johnson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Squared Circle: Life, Death, and Professional
Wrestling ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The Squared Circle: Life, Death, and Professional
Wrestling is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with
the book The Squared Circle: Life, Death, and Professional Wrestling. You never sense lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Douglas Gibson:

Typically the book The Squared Circle: Life, Death, and Professional Wrestling has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Russell Thomas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in
relation to something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object.
One of them is The Squared Circle: Life, Death, and Professional Wrestling.
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