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This book provides an introductory yet comprehensive account of James Clerk Maxwell's (1831-79) physics
and world view. The argument is structured by a focus on the fundamental themes that shaped Maxwell's
science: analogy and geometry, models and mechanical explanation, statistical representation and the
limitations of dynamical reasoning, and the relation between physical theory and its mathematical
description. This approach, which considers his physics as a whole, bridges the disjunction between
Maxwell's greatest contributions: the concept of the electromagnetic field and the kinetic theory of gases.
Maxwell's work and ideas are viewed historically in terms of his indebtedness to scientific and cultural
traditions, of Edinburgh experimental physics, and of Cambridge mathematics and philosophy of science,
which nurtured his career. Peter M. Harman is Professor of the History of Science at Lancaster University.
He has published primarily on the history of physics and natural philosophy in the 18th and 19th centuries,
the period from Newton to Maxwell. His previous books include Energy, Force, and Matter (Cambridge,
1982), The Investigation of Difficult Things (Cambridge, 1992), After Newton: Essays on Natural
Philosophy (Variorum, 1993), The Scientific Letters and Papers of James Clerk Maxwell, volume 1
(Cambridge, 1990), volume 2 (Cambridge, 1995).
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From reader reviews:

Marianne Haglund:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Natural Philosophy of James Clerk Maxwell. Try to the actual
book The Natural Philosophy of James Clerk Maxwell as your close friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Chad Foster:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Natural Philosophy of James
Clerk Maxwell book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ralph Humphries:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will
be The Natural Philosophy of James Clerk Maxwell.

Michael Hale:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Natural Philosophy of James Clerk
Maxwell which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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