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"Charles Van Doren has laid a feast before all of us that is irresistible." -Mortimer J. Adler

This engaging love letter to reading follows the great authors and classics that transformed the world: from
Aristotle and Herodotus in ancient Greece to Salinger and Heinlein in 20th century America. Like a
professor whose enthusiasm enwraps his students, Van Doren explains what's wonderful in the books you've
missed and awakens your desire to reopen the books you already know.

Divided chronologically by the periods in which these classics were written, each book is put in its historical
context and brought to life by Van Doren's brilliant analysis. The Joy of Reading delves into a wide range of
genres-fiction, poetry, drama, children's books, philosophy, history and science. This is the one book that
brings together everything you need to know about the classics you missed and ignites your passion to read
and reread the greatest books the world has ever known.

This book is the fruit of a lifelong love affair. Reading, I believe, is my favorite thing to do; books and I have
been inseparable almost as long as I can remember ... To this day, I become distressed if I am anywhere
without a book, a magazine, a newspaper, any scrap of paper to read .... I like the smell of books, certainly
the feel of them. Life without books would be, for me, a vacant horror."
-Charles Van Doren

"Nothing recommends the joy of reading better than the communication of it by a person who has spent a
lifetime enriched by the delights of reading. Charles Van Doren is that kind of reader. He has laid a feast
before us that is irresistible."
-Mortimer J. Adler, author of How to Read a Book

"Mr. Van Doren is that rarity, a truly well read man who reads not for professional purposes but for pleasure.
His book spurs us on to explore more deeply and joyfully the infinitely varied terrain of good books."
-Clifton Fadiman, author of The New Lifetime Reading Plan: The Classical Guide to World Literature
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From reader reviews:

Paul Heisler:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Joy of
Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Scott Padilla:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book The Joy of Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the
World's Best Authors and Their Works ended up being making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Joy of
Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book The Joy of Reading: A
Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works. You never feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Laura Thibodeau:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Joy of
Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works suitable to you? The book
was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Joy of Reading: A Passionate Guide
to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Worksis the main of several books which everyone read now.
This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Allen Green:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Joy of Reading: A Passionate
Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Joy of
Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works as good book but not only
by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you



still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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