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The Supreme Court's controversial decision in Oregon v. Smith sharply departed from previous expansive
readings of the First Amendment's religious freedom clause and ignited a firestorm of protest from legal
scholars, religious groups, legislators, and Native Americans. Carolyn Long provides the first book-length
analysis of Smith and shows why it continues to resonate so deeply in the American psyche.

In 1983, Klamath Indian Alfred Smith and his co-worker Galen Black were fired as counselors from a drug
rehabilitation agency for using peyote, a controlled substance under Oregon law, in a religious ceremony of
the Native American Church. Both were subsequently denied unemployment benefits, which the State of
Oregon claimed was permissible under its police powers and necessary in its effort to eradicate drug abuse.
But Smith and Black argued that the denial of unemployment benefits constituted an infringement of their
religious freedom and took their cases to court.

Long traces the tortuous path that Smith followed as it went from state courts to the Supreme Court and then
back again for a second round of hearings. A major event in Native American history, the case attracted
widespread support for the Indian cause from a diverse array of religious groups eager to protect their own
religious freedom. It also led to an intense tug-of-war between the Court and Congress, which fought back
with amendments to the American Indian Religious Freedom Act (to protect the religious use of peyote) and
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993, which protected religious freedom for all Americans. The
Court subsequently ruled the latter act unconstitutional in Boerne v. Flores (1997).

Long provides a lucid and balanced view of the competing sides in Smith. Drawing on interviews with Smith
and his family, as well as with lawyers, judges, and congressional and interest group representatives involved
in this struggle between Congress and Court, she takes the reader from the rituals of a peyote religious
ceremony to the halls of government to reveal the conflicting interests that emerged in this key First
Amendment case. She also clarifies how the Court reversed longstanding precedent by replacing the
balancing test of "compelling state interest" and "least restrictive means" with a new "reasonable basis"
argument that theoretically could be used to curtail religious practices well beyond those of the Native
American church.

Ultimately, the Supreme Court ruled that the First Amendment protection of religious freedom applies only
to laws that specifically target religious behavior and that an individual's religious beliefs do not excuse one
from complying with statutes that indirectly infringe on their religious rights. Engagingly written, Long's
study highlights the resultant struggles, but without ever losing sight of the rich human dimensions of the
story.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Lopez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Religious Freedom and Indian
Rights: The Case of Oregon v. Smith. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

William Fugate:

The reserve untitled Religious Freedom and Indian Rights: The Case of Oregon v. Smith is the publication
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Religious Freedom and Indian Rights: The Case of Oregon v.
Smith from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Daniel McCullough:

The reason? Because this Religious Freedom and Indian Rights: The Case of Oregon v. Smith is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Gerald Velasco:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Religious Freedom and Indian
Rights: The Case of Oregon v. Smith, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.
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