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An engrossing study of Leo Africanus and his famous book, which introduced Africa to European
readers
 
Al-Hasan al-Wazzan--born in Granada to a Muslim family that in 1492 went to Morocco, where he traveled
extensively on behalf of the sultan of Fez--is known to historians as Leo Africanus, author of the first
geography of Africa to be published in Europe (in 1550). He had been captured by Christian pirates in the
Mediterranean and imprisoned by the pope, then released, baptized, and allowed a European life of
scholarship as the Christian writer Giovanni Leone. In this fascinating new book, the distinguished historian
Natalie Zemon Davis offers a virtuoso study of the fragmentary, partial, and often contradictory traces that
al-Hasan al-Wazzan left behind him, and a superb interpretation of his extraordinary life and work.
 
Davis describes all the sectors of her hero's life in rich detail, scrutinizing the evidence of al-Hasan's
movement between cultural worlds; the Islamic and Arab traditions, genres, and ideas available to him; and
his adventures with Christians and Jews in a European community of learned men and powerful church
leaders. In depicting the life of this adventurous border-crosser, Davis suggests the many ways cultural
barriers are negotiated and diverging traditions are fused.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

The book Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Irma Chavez:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-
Century Muslim Between Worlds that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim
Between Worlds become your own starter.

Carolyn Cook:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-
Century Muslim Between Worlds publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds as good book but not only by
the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

David Myers:

You will get this Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most



important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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