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The harrowing story of a Methodist Minister and a principled American naval officer who helped rescue
more than 250,000 refugees during the genocide of Armenian and Greek Christians—a tale of bravery,
morality, and politics, published to coincide with the genocide’s centennial.

The year was 1922: World War I had just come to a close, the Ottoman Empire was in decline, and Asa
Jennings, a YMCA worker from upstate New York, had just arrived in the quiet coastal city of Smyrna to
teach sports to boys. Several hundred miles to the east in Turkey’s interior, tensions between Greeks and
Turks had boiled over into deadly violence. Mustapha Kemal, now known as Ataturk, and his Muslim army
soon advanced into Smyrna, a Christian city, where a half a million terrified Greek and Armenian refugees
had fled in a desperate attempt to escape his troops. Turkish soldiers proceeded to burn the city and rape and
kill countless Christian refugees. Unwilling to leave with the other American civilians and determined to get
Armenians and Greeks out of the doomed city, Jennings worked tirelessly to feed and transport the thousands
of people gathered at the city’s Quay.

With the help of the brilliant naval officer and Kentucky gentleman Halsey Powell, and a handful of others,
Jennings commandeered a fleet of unoccupied Greek ships and was able to evacuate a quarter million
innocent people—an amazing humanitarian act that has been lost to history, until now. Before the horrible
events in Turkey were complete, Jennings had helped rescue a million people.

By turns harrowing and inspiring, The Great Fire uses eyewitness accounts, documents, and survivor
narratives to bring this episode—extraordinary for its brutality as well as its heroism—to life. 
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From reader reviews:

Dora Campfield:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Great Fire: One American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th
Century's First Genocide.

James Vazquez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Great Fire: One
American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ruben Hardy:

The Great Fire: One American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement
in writing The Great Fire: One American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide
although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
contemplating.

Barbara Simon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Great Fire: One American's Mission to
Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide.
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