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Set against the vibrant and intrigue-laden backdrop of 1930s China, Mingmei Yip's enthralling novel
explores one woman's defiant pursuit of independence.

Spring Swallow was promised in marriage while still in her mother's belly. When the groom dies before a
wedding can take place, seventeen-year-old Spring Swallow is ordered to become a ghost bride to appease
his spirit. Under her in-laws' protection, she will be little more than a servant, unable to know real love or
bear children. Refusing to accept her fate as a "bad-luck woman," Spring Swallow flees on her wedding day.

In the city of Soochow, Spring Swallow joins a community of renowned embroiderers. The women work for
Aunty Peony, whose exquisite stitching once earned her the Emperor's love. But when Aunty Peony agrees
to replicate a famous painting--a lucrative assignment that will take a year to complete--betrayal and jealousy
emerges within the group. Spring Swallow becomes entangled in each woman's story of heartbreak, even
while she embarks on a dangerous affair with a young revolutionary. On a journey that leads from the remote
hillsides around Soochow to cosmopolitan Peking, Spring Swallow draws on the secret techniques learned
from Aunty Peony and her own indomitable strength, determined to forge a life that is truly her own.

Praise For The Novels Of Mingmei Yip

"A unique and enthralling style. . .flawless." –Baltimore Books Examiner on The Nine Fold Heaven

"Surprising and often funny. . ..Part epic, part coming-of-age story, part modern fairy tale." --Publishers
Weekly on Song of the Silk Road

"A serious, engaging story of faith, devotion, and the commingling of cultures." –Booklist on Petals From
the Sky
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From reader reviews:

James Cansler:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Secret of a Thousand Beauties. Try to the actual book Secret
of a Thousand Beauties as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

James Daniels:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Secret of a Thousand Beauties. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Secret of a
Thousand Beauties. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Colleen Williams:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Secret of a Thousand
Beauties is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Harold Morris:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Secret of a Thousand Beauties or perhaps
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book
likes Secret of a Thousand Beauties to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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