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Rare and Commonplace Flowers, a Brazilian bestseller, tells the story of two women. Elizabeth Bishop, the

Pulitzer Prize–winning American poet, sought artistic inspiration in Brazil. There she met and fell in love

with Lota de Macedo Soares, a self-trained Brazilian architect. This dual biography, brilliantly researched,

and written in a lively, novelistic style, follows their relationship from 1951 to 1967, the time when the two

lived together in Brazil. The fact that these two women had an intimate relationship caused an uproar when it

first came to public notice.

The relationship started out happily, yet ended tragically. In 1961, Soares became increasingly obsessed with

building and administering Flamengo Park, Rio de Janeiro’s equivalent to New York City’s Central Park.

Though she had been the driving force behind the park’s inception, the ultimate credit that was due her was

stripped away because of petty politics and chicanery. As Soares’s career declined and Bishop’s flourished,

their relationship crumbled.

Rare and Commonplace Flowers is a tale of two artists and two cultures, offering unique perspectives on

both women and their work. Carmen L. Oliveira provides an unparalleled level of detail and insight, due to

both her familiarity with Brazil as well as her access to the country’s artistic elite, many of whom had a

direct connection with Bishop and Soares. Rare pictures of the two artists and their home bring this unique

story to life.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you
want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Rare and Commonplace Flowers: The Story of Elizabeth Bishop and Lota de Macedo Soares is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Lawrence Sawyer:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Rare and Commonplace Flowers: The Story of Elizabeth
Bishop and Lota de Macedo Soares can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Joan Marcial:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be Rare and
Commonplace Flowers: The Story of Elizabeth Bishop and Lota de Macedo Soares.

William Johnson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Rare and
Commonplace Flowers: The Story of Elizabeth Bishop and Lota de Macedo Soares which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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