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Tony Kushner's complex and demanding play Angels in America: A Gay Fantasia on National Themes has
been the most talked about, analyzed, and celebrated play of the decade. The critic Harold Bloom has
included Kushner's play in his "Western canon" alongside Shakespeare and the Bible, and drama scholar
John M. Clum has termed it "a turning point in the history of gay drama, the history of American drama, and
of American literary culture." While we might be somewhat wary of the instant canonization that such
critical assessments confer, clearly Kushner's play is an important work, honored by the Pulitzer Prize,
thought worthy of recognition on "purely aesthetic" grounds at the same time that it has been embraced--and
occasionally rejected--for its politics.
 
Kushner's play explicitly positions itself in the current American conflict over identity politics, yet also
situates that debate in a broader historical context: the American history of McCarthyism, of immigration
and the "melting pot," of westward expansion, and of racist exploitation. Furthermore, the play enters into
the politically volatile struggles of the AIDS crisis, struggles themselves interconnected with the politics of
sexuality, gender, race, and class.
 
The original essays in Approaching the Millennium explore the complexities of the play and situate it in its
particular, conflicted historical moment. The contributors help us understand and appreciate the play as a
literary work, as theatrical text, as popular cultural phenomenon, and as political reflection and intervention.
Specific topics include how the play thematizes gender and sexuality, race and ethnicity; the postmodern
incarnation of the Brechtian epic; AIDS and the landscape of American politics. The range of different
international productions of Angels in America provides a rich basis for discussion of its production history,
including the linguistic and cultural shifts required in its "translation" from one stage to the next.
 
The last section of Approaching the Millennium includes interviews with Tony Kushner and other key
creators and players involved in the original productions of Angels. The interviews explore issues raised
earlier in the volume and dialogues between the creative artists who have shaped the play and the critics and
"theatricians" engaged in responding to it.
 
Contributors to this volume are Arnold Aronson, Art Borreca, Gregory W. Bredbeck, Michael Cadden,
Nicholas de Jongh, Allen J. Frantzen, Stanton B. Garner, Deborah R. Geis, Martin Harries, Steven F. Kruger,
James Miller, Framji Minwalla, Donald Pease, Janelle Reinelt, David Román, David Savran, Ron Scapp, and
Alisa Solomon.
 
Deborah Geis is Associate Professor of English, Queens College, City University of New York. Steven F.
Kruger is Professor and Chair of the Department of English, Queens College, City University of New York.
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

The book Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angels in America (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angels in America (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a
e-book Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angels in America (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Leticia Nielson:

The event that you get from Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angels in America (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Approaching
the Millennium: Essays on Angels in America (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Approaching the Millennium: Essays on
Angels in America (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) instantly.

Ross Turner:

The book untitled Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angels in America (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works.
You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well
as order it. Have a nice read.

Manda Perez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angels in America
(Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know



how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher
or students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angels in America
(Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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