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Based on more than three decades of observation, Robert Jervis concludes in this provocative book that the
very foundations of many social science theories--especially those in political science--are faulty. Taking
insights from complexity theory as his point of departure, the author observes that we live in a world where
things are interconnected, where unintended consequences of our actions are unavoidable and unpredictable,
and where the total effect of behavior is not equal to the sum of individual actions. Jervis draws on a wide
range of human endeavors to illustrate the nature of these system effects. He shows how increasing airport
security might actually cost lives, not save them, and how removing dead trees (ostensibly to give living
trees more room) may damage the health of an entire forest. Similarly, he highlights the interconnectedness
of the political world as he describes how the Cold War played out and as he narrates the series of events--
with their unintended consequences--that escalated into World War I.

The ramifications of developing a rigorous understanding of politics are immense, as Jervis demonstrates in
his critique of current systemic theories of international politics--especially the influential work done by
Kenneth Waltz. Jervis goes on to examine various types of negative and positive feedback, bargaining in
different types of relationships, and the polarizing effects of alignments to begin building a foundation for a
more realistic, more nuanced, theory of international politics. System Effects concludes by examining what it
means to act in a system. It shows how political actors might modify their behavior in anticipation of system
effects, and it explores how systemic theories of political behavior might account for the role of anticipation
and strategy in political action. This work introduces powerful new concepts that will reward not only
international relations theorists, but also all social scientists with interests in comparative politics and
political theory.
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From reader reviews:

John Masterson:

This System Effects book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific System Effects
without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry System Effects can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This System
Effects having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Melissa Parra:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This System Effects book is readable by you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding System Effects content conveys
objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking System Effects is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

Bryan Jones:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book System Effects it is quite good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Jenna Quintana:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of System Effects can give you a lot of
close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have System Effects.
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