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Despite the passage of time, our vision of Native Americans remains locked up within powerful stereotypes.
That's why some images of Indians can be so unexpected and disorienting: What is Geronimo doing sitting
in a Cadillac? Why is an Indian woman in beaded buckskin sitting under a salon hairdryer? Such images
startle and challenge our outdated visions, even as the latter continue to dominate relations between Native
and non-Native Americans.

Philip Deloria explores this cultural discordance to show how stereotypes and Indian experiences have
competed for ascendancy in the wake of the military conquest of Native America and the nation's subsequent
embrace of Native "authenticity." Rewriting the story of the national encounter with modernity, Deloria
provides revealing accounts of Indians doing unexpected things-singing opera, driving cars, acting in
Hollywood in ways that suggest new directions for American Indian history.

Focusing on the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries a time when, according to most standard
American narratives, Indian people almost dropped out of history itself Deloria argues that a great many
Indians engaged the very same forces of modernization that were leading non-Indians to reevaluate their own
understandings of themselves and their society. He examines longstanding stereotypes of Indians as
invariably violent, suggesting that even as such views continued in American popular culture, they were also
transformed by the violence at Wounded Knee. He tells how Indians came to represent themselves in Wild
West shows and Hollywood films and also examines sports, music, and even Indian people's use of the
automobile an ironic counterpoint to today's highways teeming with Dakota pick-ups and Cherokee sport
utility vehicles.

Throughout, Deloria shows us anomalies that resist pigeonholing and force us to rethink familiar
expectations. Whether considering the Hollywood films of James Young Deer or the Hall of Fame baseball
career of pitcher Charles Albert Bender, he persuasively demonstrates that a significant number of Indian
people engaged in modernity and helped shape its anxieties and its textures at the very moment they were
being defined as "primitive."

These "secret histories," Deloria suggests, compel us to reconsider our own current expectations about what
Indian people should be, how they should act, and even what they should look like. More important, he
shows how such seemingly harmless (even if unconscious) expectations contribute to the racism and
injustice that still haunt the experience of many Native American people today.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Nehring:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book Indians in Unexpected Places (Culture
America) (Culture America (Paperback)) had been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Indians in
Unexpected Places (Culture America) (Culture America (Paperback)) is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Indians in Unexpected Places (Culture America)
(Culture America (Paperback)). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Brandi Anderson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Indians in Unexpected Places (Culture America) (Culture America
(Paperback)) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Donald Labelle:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Indians in Unexpected Places (Culture America)
(Culture America (Paperback)) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Indians in Unexpected Places (Culture America) (Culture America (Paperback)).

Tammy Campbell:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Indians in Unexpected Places (Culture America)
(Culture America (Paperback)) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Indians in Unexpected Places (Culture America) (Culture America (Paperback)) has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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