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Genius. With hints of madness and mystery, moral license and visionary force, the word suggests an almost
otherworldly power: the power to create, to divine the secrets of the universe, even to destroy. Y et the notion
of genius has been diluted in recent times. Today, rock stars, football coaches, and entrepreneurs are |abeled
‘geniuses,” and the word is applied so widely that it has obscured the sense of special election and
superhuman authority that long accompanied it.

As acclaimed historian Darrin M. McMahon explains, the concept of genius has roots in antiquity, when men
of prodigiousinsight were thought to possess—or to be possessed by—demons and gods. Adapted in the
centuries that followed and applied to a variety of religious figures, including prophets, apostles, sorcerers,
and saints, abiding notions of transcendent human power were invoked at the time of the Renaissance to
explain the miraculous creativity of men like Leonardo and Michelangelo.

Yet it was only in the eighteenth century that the genius was truly born, idolized as a new model of the
highest human type. Assuming prominence in figures as varied as Newton and Napoleon, the modern genius
emerged in tension with a growing belief in human equality. Contesting the notion that all are created equal,
geniuses served to dramatize the exception of extraordinary individuals not governed by ordinary laws. The
phenomenon of genius drew scientific scrutiny and extensive public commentary into the 20th century, but it
also drew religious and political longings that could be abused. In the genius cult of the Nazis and the
outpouring of reverence for the redemptive figure of Einstein, genius achieved both its apotheosis and its
Armageddon.

The first comprehensive history of this elusive concept, Divine Fury follows the fortunes of genius and

geniuses through the ages down to the present day, showing how—despite its many permutations and recent
democrati zation—genius remains a potent force in our lives, reflecting modern needs, hopes, and fears.
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From reader reviews:
Francisco Gentry:

The book Divine Fury: A History of Genius give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Divine Fury: A History of
Genius for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
book Divine Fury: A History of Genius. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopediaor other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ann Morgan:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
details. When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several waysto
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Divine Fury: A History of Genius, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Doreen Wolf:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This guide Divine Fury: A History of Genius was filled with regards to science.
Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of abook, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Ann Strickland:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Divine Fury: A History of Genius was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Divine Fury: A History of Genius has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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