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A Los Angeles Times Bestseller

The most important development in American culture of the last two decades is the emergence of
independent cinema as a viable alternative to Hollywood. Indeed, while Hollywood's studios devote much of
their time and energy to churning out big-budget, star-studded event movies, a renegade independent cinema
that challenges mainstream fare continues to flourish with strong critical support and loyal audiences.

Cinema of Outsiders is the first and only comprehensive chronicle of contemporary independent movies
from the late 1970s up to the present. From the hip, audacious early works of maverick David Lynch, Jim
Jarmusch, and Spike Lee, to the contemporary Oscar-winning success of indie dynamos, such as the Coen
brothers (Fargo), Quentin Tarentino (Pulp Fiction), and Billy Bob Thornton (Sling Blade), Levy describes in
a lucid and accessible manner the innovation and diversity of American indies in theme, sensibility, and
style.

Documenting the socio-economic, political and artistic forces that led to the rise of American independent
film, Cinema of Outsiders depicts the pivotal role of indie guru Robert Redford and his Sundance Film
Festival in creating a showcase for indies, the function of film schools in supplying talent, and the continuous
tension between indies and Hollywood as two distinct industries with their own structure, finance, talent and
audience.

Levy describes the major cycles in the indie film movement: regional cinema, the New York school of film,
African-American, Asian American, gay and lesbian, and movies made by women. Based on exhaustive
research of over 1,000 movies made between 1977 and 1999, Levy evaluates some 200 quintessential indies,
including Choose Me, Stranger Than Paradise, Blood Simple, Blue Velvet, Desperately Seeking Susan,
Slacker, Poison, Reservoir Dogs, Gas Food Lodging, Menace II Society, Clerks, In the Company of Men,
Chasing Amy, The Apostle, The Opposite of Sex, and Happiness.

Cinema of Outsiders reveals the artistic and political impact of bold and provocative independent movies in
displaying the cinema of "outsiders"-the cinema of the "other America."
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From reader reviews:

Holly Taylor:

Often the book Cinema of Outsiders: The Rise of American Independent Film will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Cinema of Outsiders: The Rise of
American Independent Film is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Nannie Hand:

This Cinema of Outsiders: The Rise of American Independent Film is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Cinema of Outsiders: The Rise of American Independent Film in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Joseph Herbst:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Cinema of Outsiders: The Rise of
American Independent Film can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Bridget Chacon:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Cinema of Outsiders: The Rise of American
Independent Film to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and
go through it. Beside that the guide Cinema of Outsiders: The Rise of American Independent Film can to be
your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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