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In The Government Machine, Jon Agar traces the mechanization of government work in the United
Kingdom from the nineteenth to the early twenty-first century. He argues that this transformation has been
tied to the rise of "expert movements," groups whose authority has rested on their expertise. The deployment
of machines was an attempt to gain control over state action -- a revolutionary move. Agar shows how
mechanization followed the popular depiction of government as machine-like, with British civil servants cast
as components of a general purpose "government machine"; indeed, he argues that today's general purpose
computer is the apotheosis of the civil servant.Over the course of two centuries, government has become the
major repository and user of information; the Civil Service itself can be seen as an information-processing
entity. Agar argues that the changing capacities of government have depended on the implementation of new
technologies, and that the adoption of new technologies has depended on a vision of government and a
fundamental model of organization. Thus, to study the history of technology is to study the state, and vice
versa.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Payne:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The
Government Machine: A Revolutionary History of the Computer (History of Computing) suitable to you?
The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Government
Machine: A Revolutionary History of the Computer (History of Computing)is a single of several books
which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Tonya Deschamps:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Government Machine: A Revolutionary History of the Computer
(History of Computing) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why
this book suited all of you.

Eddie Nelson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Government Machine: A
Revolutionary History of the Computer (History of Computing) which is getting the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's notice.

Denise Church:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Government Machine: A Revolutionary
History of the Computer (History of Computing) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In



various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Government Machine: A Revolutionary
History of the Computer (History of Computing) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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