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The order of the fragments making up the Canterbury Tales and the structure of that collection have long
been questioned. Ann W. Astell proposes that Chaucer intended the order that is preserved in what is known
as the Ellesmere manuscript. In supporting her claim, Astell reveals a wealth of insights into the world of
medieval learning, Chaucer's expected audience, and the meaning of the Canterbury Tales. Astell examines
the conventions of medieval learning familiar to Chaucer and discovers in two related topical outlines, those
of the seven planets and of the divisions of philosophy, an important key. Assimilated to each other in a kind
of transparent overlay, these two outlines, which were frequently joined in the literature with which Chaucer
was familiar, accommodate the actual structural divisions of the Tales (in the order in which they appear in
the Ellesmere manuscript), define the story blocks as topical units, and show the pilgrims' progress from
London to Canterbury to be simultaneously a planetary pilgrimage and a philosophical journey of the soul.
The two patterns, Astell maintains, locate Chaucer's work in relation to that of both Gower and Dante,
philosophical poets who shared Chaucer's relatively novel status as lay clerk, and who were, like him,
members of the educated, secular bourgeoisie. The whole of the Canterbury Tales is thus revealed to be in
dialogue with Gower's Confessio and Dante's Paradiso. Indeed, it represents an elaborately detailed response
to the images used, and the stories related, in Dante's successive heavens.
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From reader reviews:

Eric McDonald:

The book Chaucer and the Universe of Learning can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Chaucer and
the Universe of Learning? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Chaucer and the Universe of Learning has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Jody Tolar:

This book untitled Chaucer and the Universe of Learning to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Desiree Herdon:

The actual book Chaucer and the Universe of Learning will bring that you the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Chaucer and the Universe of Learning is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Evelyn Rogers:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Chaucer and the Universe of Learning why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.
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