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In an era in which class divisions are becoming starker than ever, some individuals are choosing to marry
across class. The Power of the Past traces the lives of a subset of these individuals - highly-educated adults
who married a partner raised in a class different from their own, primarily between those from blue- and
white-color backgrounds. Drawing upon detailed interviews with spouses who revealed the inner workings
of their marriages, Jessi Streib shows that crossing class lines is not easy, and that even though these couples
shared bank accounts, mortgages, children, and friends, each spouse was still shaped by the class of their
past, and consequently, so was their marriage.

Streib reveals what was rarely apparent to the husbands and wives she interviewed. The class of their past
did not only matter in determining the amount of money they had as children or what job their parents went
off to each morning; It also mattered in more subtle ways, by systematically shaping their ideas of how to go
about their daily lives. Upwardly mobile spouses who grew up in blue-collar families learned to take a
laissez-faire approach to the world around them: they preferred to go with the flow, make the most of the
moment, and avoid self-imposed constraints. Their spouses, who grew up in professional white-collar
families, however, wanted to manage the world around them: they organized, planned, monitored, and
oversaw. Living with a spouse who was born into a different class means navigating these differences -
differences that appeared across nearly every aspect of their lives, from how they manage their finances, to
how they manage their time - both at home and on vacation - to ideas about how their children should be
raised.

The Power of the Past illustrates that when individuals are raised in different classes, merged lives do not
lead to merged ideas about how to lead those lives. Individuals can come together across class lines, but their
enduring class characteristics cannot be left behind.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Power of the Past:
Understanding Cross-Class Marriages book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Ethel Davidson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Power of
the Past: Understanding Cross-Class Marriages which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Robin Boucher:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Power of the Past: Understanding Cross-Class Marriages can make you experience more
interested to read.

Betty Guinn:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled
update of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the The Power of the Past: Understanding Cross-Class Marriages when you
needed it?
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