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In The Nation’s Tortured Body Brian Keith Axel explores the formation of the Sikh diaspora and, in so
doing, offers a powerful inquiry into conditions of peoplehood, colonialism, and postcoloniality.
Demonstrating a new direction for historical anthropology, he focuses on the position of violence between
1849 and 1998 in the emergence of a transnational fight for Khalistan (an independent Sikh state). Axel
argues that, rather than the homeland creating the diaspora, it has been the diaspora, or histories of
displacement, that have created particular kinds of places—homelands.
Based on ethnographic and archival research conducted by Axel at several sites in India, England, and the
United States, the text delineates a theoretical trajectory for thinking about the proliferation of diaspora
studies and area studies in America and England. After discussing this trajectory in relation to the colonial
and postcolonial movement of Sikhs, Axel analyzes the production and circulation of images of Sikhs around
the world, beginning with visual representations of Maharaja Duleep Singh, the last Sikh ruler of Punjab,
who died in 1893. He argues that imagery of particular male Sikh bodies has situated—at different times and
in different ways—points of mediation between various populations of Sikhs around the world. Most
crucially, he describes the torture of Sikhs by Indian police between 1983 and the present and discusses the
images of tortured Sikh bodies that have been circulating on the Internet since 1996. Finally, he returns to
questions of the homeland, reflecting on what the issues discussed in The Nation's Tortured Body might
mean for the ongoing fight for Khalistan.
Specialists in anthropology, history, cultural studies, diaspora studies, and Sikh studies will find much of
interest in this important work.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Rocha:

The book The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora”
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the great thing like a book The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the
Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora”? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kathleen King:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Nation's Tortured
Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” suitable to you? The book was
written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence,
Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora”is a single of several books that will everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Brandon Erickson:

The particular book The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh
“Diaspora” will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book
The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Jessica Palmer:

The guide untitled The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh
“Diaspora” is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Nation's Tortured Body:
Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” from the publisher to make you more



enjoy free time.
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