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Obscene, libidinous, loathsome, lascivious. Those were just some of the ways critics described the
nineteenth-century weeklies that covered and publicized New York City’s extensive sexual underworld.
Publications like the Flash and the Whip—distinguished by a captivating brew of lowbrow humor and
titillating gossip about prostitutes, theater denizens, and sporting events—were not the sort generally bound
in leather for future reference, and despite their popularity with an enthusiastic readership, they quickly
receded into almost complete obscurity. Recently, though, two sizable collections of these papers have
resurfaced, and in The Flash Press three renowned scholars provide a landmark study of their significance as
well as a wide selection of their ribald articles and illustrations.
 
Including short tales of urban life, editorials on prostitution, and moralizing rants against homosexuality,
these selections epitomize a distinct form of urban journalism. Here, in addition to providing a thorough
overview of this colorful reportage, its editors, and its audience, the authors examine nineteenth-century
ideas of sexuality and freedom that mixed Tom Paine’s republicanism with elements of the Marquis de
Sade’s sexual ideology. They also trace the evolution of censorship and obscenity law, showing how a string
of legal battles ultimately led to the demise of the flash papers: editors were hauled into court, sentenced to
jail for criminal obscenity and libel, and eventually pushed out of business. But not before they forever
changed the debate over public sexuality and freedom of expression in America’s most important city.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Flash Press: Sporting Male
Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) will make you to become smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Barbara Gunter:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies
in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Walter Blankenship:

Here thing why that The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of
Urban America) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Flash Press: Sporting
Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with The Flash Press:
Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Flash Press:
Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) in e-book can be your
alternate.

Ida Acord:

This The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The
Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) can be



among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
an individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
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