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This volume explores the political, cultural, and ecclesiastical forces that linked the metropolis of Byzantium
to the margins of its far-flung empire. Focusing on the provincial region of Hellas and Peloponnesos in
central and southern Greece, Judith Herrin shows how the prestige of Constantinople was reflected in the
military, civilian, and ecclesiastical officials sent out to govern the provinces. She evokes the ideology and
culture of the center by examining different aspects of the imperial court, including diplomacy, ceremony,
intellectual life, and relations with the church. Particular topics treat the transmission of mathematical
manuscripts, the burning of offensive material, and the church's role in distributing philanthropy.

Herrin contrasts life in the capital with provincial life, tracing the adaptation of a largely rural population to
rule by Constantinople from the early medieval period onward. The letters of Michael Choniates, archbishop
of Athens from 1182 to 1205, offer a detailed account of how this highly educated cleric coped with life in
an imperial backwater, and demonstrate a synthesis of ancient Greek culture and medieval Christianity that
was characteristic of the Byzantine elite.

This collection of essays spans the entirety of Herrin's influential career and draws together a significant
body of scholarship on problems of empire. It features a general introduction, two previously unpublished
essays, and a concise introduction to each essay that describes how it came to be written and how it fits into
her broader analysis of the unusual brilliance and longevity of Byzantium.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Pineda:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Margins and Metropolis:
Authority across the Byzantine Empire that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Margins and Metropolis:
Authority across the Byzantine Empire become your personal starter.

Carol Boissonneault:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be go through. Margins and Metropolis: Authority across the Byzantine Empire can
be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Adela Valenti:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Margins and Metropolis:
Authority across the Byzantine Empire can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Bryan Lewis:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will
filled update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
you. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Margins and Metropolis: Authority across the Byzantine Empire when you
essential it?
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