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Why do the combat capabilities of individual soldiers vary so much? This book seeks to provide an answer
to this and other questions about variahility in combat performance. Some soldiers flee quickly from the
battlefield, while others endure all hardships until the bitter end. Some combat units can perform numerous
types of missions, while others cannot keep themselves organized during peacetime. Some militaries armed
with obsolete weapons have out fought enemies with the latest weapons, just as some massively
outnumbered armies have beaten back much larger opponents. In thisfirst social scientific study of the
effectiveness of combat troops, Newsome evaluates competing explanations for the varying combat
capabilities and performances.

There are four main explanations, each emphasizing the influence of a single factor. The first focuses on
material endowments. How well funded are the troops? Do they have the latest protective gear and the most
advanced weaponry? Second, some analysts claim that democracies produce better commanders, superior
strategies, more motivated personnel, or better-managed personnel; others, however, associated those
characteristics with more authoritarian forms of government. Third is the idea that giving more power to the
troops on the ground in individual combat units empowers them with decision-making capability and
adaptability to fast-changing situations and circumstances. Newsome presents evidence that decentralized
personnel management does correlate with superior combat performance. Fourth, soldier capabilities and
performance often are assumed to reflect intrinsic attributes, such as prior civilian values. Newsome argues
that the capabilities of combat soldiers are acquired through military training and other forms of
conditioning, but he does not entirely discount the role of a soldier'sindividual character. In the age-old
nature vs. nurture argument, he finds that intrinsic qualities do count, but that extrinsic factors, such as
training and environment, matter even more.
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From reader reviews:
Nancy Lord:

Now aday people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Made, Not Born: Why Some Soldiers
Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security International) book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course theinfo in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Joann Huertas:

This Made, Not Born: Why Some Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security International) tend to
be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Made, Not Born:
Why Some Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security International) can be on the list of great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information
that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Made, Not
Born: Why Some Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security International) giving you an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day task. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Cox:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Made, Not Born: Why Some Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger
Security International) offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Carmine Caulfield:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Made, Not Born: Why Some Soldiers Are
Better Than Others (Praeger Security International) can give you alot of pals because by you investigating
this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
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