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American public schools often censor controversial student speech that the Constitution protects. Lessons in
Censorship brings clarity to a bewildering array of court rulings that define the speech rights of young
citizens in the school setting. Catherine J. Ross examines disputes that have erupted in our schools and courts
over the civil rights movement, war and peace, rights for LGBTs, abortion, immigration, evangelical
proselytizing, and the Confederate flag. She argues that the failure of schools to respect civil liberties betrays
their educational mission and threatens democracy.

From the 1940s through the Warren years, the Supreme Court celebrated free expression and emphasized the
role of schools in cultivating liberty. But the Burger, Rehnquist, and Roberts courts retreated from that
vision, curtailing certain categories of student speech in the name of order and authority. Drawing on
hundreds of lower court decisions, Ross shows how some judges either misunderstand the law or decline to
rein in censorship that is clearly unconstitutional, and she powerfully demonstrates the continuing vitality of
the Supreme Court’s initial affirmation of students’ expressive rights. Placing these battles in their social and
historical context, Ross introduces us to the young protesters, journalists, and artists at the center of these
stories.

Lessons in Censorship highlights the troubling and growing tendency of schools to clamp down on off-
campus speech such as texting and sexting and reveals how well-intentioned measures to counter verbal
bullying and hate speech may impinge on free speech. Throughout, Ross proposes ways to protect free
expression without disrupting education.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Frew:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and Courts Subvert Students' First
Amendment Rights. Try to stumble through book Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and Courts Subvert
Students' First Amendment Rights as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Cedric Baker:

Within other case, little people like to read book Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and Courts Subvert
Students' First Amendment Rights. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important the book Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and Courts Subvert
Students' First Amendment Rights. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and
Courts Subvert Students' First Amendment Rights can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Kyra Franson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and Courts
Subvert Students' First Amendment Rights can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this
one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let us have Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and Courts Subvert Students' First Amendment Rights.
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