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• Finalist for the African Studies Association’s 2014 Melville J. Herskovits Award for best book in
African Studies

Between the 1880s and the 1940s, the region known as British West Africa became a dynamic zone of
literary creativity and textual experimentation. African-owned newspapers offered local writers numerous
opportunities to contribute material for publication, and editors repeatedly defined the press as a vehicle to
host public debates rather than simply as an organ to disseminate news or editorial ideology. Literate locals
responded with great zeal, and in increasing numbers as the twentieth century progressed, they sent in letters,
articles, fiction, and poetry for publication in English- and African-language newspapers.

The Power to Name offers a rich cultural history of this phenomenon, examining the wide array of
anonymous and pseudonymous writing practices to be found in African-owned newspapers between the
1880s and the 1940s, and the rise of celebrity journalism in the period of anticolonial nationalism. Stephanie
Newell has produced an account of colonial West Africa that skillfully shows the ways in which colonized
subjects used pseudonyms and anonymity to alter and play with colonial power and constructions of African
identity.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

The book The Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African Histories)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good
thing like a book The Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African
Histories)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Power to Name: A
History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African Histories) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Alex Thayer:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book The Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in
Colonial West Africa (New African Histories) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Barbara Shephard:

You can get this The Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African
Histories) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Amber Tyson:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African



Histories) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must
choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this book The Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New
African Histories). You can more appealing than now.
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