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Despite decades of attempts and the best intentions of its members, the United States Supreme Court has
failed to develop a coherent jurisprudence regarding the state’s proper relationship to the individual. Without
some objective standard upon which to ground jurisprudence, decisions have moved along a spectrum
between freedom and authority and back again, affecting issues as diverse as individual contractual liberties
and the right to privacy.

Social Contract Theory in American Jurisprudence seeks to reintroduce the lessons of modern political
philosophy to offer a solution for this variable application of legal principle and to lay the groundwork for a
jurisprudence consistent in both theory and practice. Thomas R. Pope’s argument examines two exemplary
court cases, Lochner v. New York and West Coast Hotel v. Parrish, and demonstrates how the results of these
cases failed to achieve the necessary balance of liberty and the public good because they considered the
matter in terms of a dichotomy. Pope explores our constitution’s roots in social contract theory, looking
particularly to the ideas of Thomas Hobbes for a jurisprudence that is consistent with the language and
tradition of the Constitution, and that is also more effectually viable than existing alternatives. Pope
concludes with an examination of recent cases before the Court, grounding his observations firmly within the
developments of ongoing negotiation of jurisprudence.

Addressing the current debate between individual liberty and government responsibility within the context of
contemporary jurisprudence, Pope considers the implications of a Hobbesian founding for modern policy.
This book will be particularly relevant to scholars of Constitutional Law, the American Founding, and
Modern Political Theory.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Social Contract Theory in American Jurisprudence: Too Much Liberty and
Too Much Authority (Routledge Research in American Politics and Governance). Try to make the book
Social Contract Theory in American Jurisprudence: Too Much Liberty and Too Much Authority (Routledge
Research in American Politics and Governance) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

James Boyett:

Often the book Social Contract Theory in American Jurisprudence: Too Much Liberty and Too Much
Authority (Routledge Research in American Politics and Governance) will bring that you the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study,
this book very ideal to you. The book Social Contract Theory in American Jurisprudence: Too Much Liberty
and Too Much Authority (Routledge Research in American Politics and Governance) is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

David Briggs:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Social Contract Theory in American
Jurisprudence: Too Much Liberty and Too Much Authority (Routledge Research in American Politics and
Governance) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you could pick Social Contract Theory in American Jurisprudence: Too Much Liberty and Too
Much Authority (Routledge Research in American Politics and Governance) become your personal starter.

Daniel Gordon:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Social Contract Theory in American
Jurisprudence: Too Much Liberty and Too Much Authority (Routledge Research in American Politics and
Governance) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that



they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Social Contract Theory in
American Jurisprudence: Too Much Liberty and Too Much Authority (Routledge Research in American
Politics and Governance).
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