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The end of the nineteenth century in France was marked by political scandals, social unrest, dissension, and
"decadence." Yet the fin de siècle was also an era of great social and scientific progress, a time when
advantages previously reserved for the privileged began to be shared by the many. Public transportation,
electrical illumination, standard time, and an improved water supply radically altered the life of the modest
folk, who found time for travel and leisure activities--including sports such as cycling. Change became the
nature of things, and people believed that further improvement was not only possible but inevitable.In this
thoroughly engaging history, Eugen Weber describes ways of life, not as recorded by general history, but as
contemporaries experienced them. He writes about political atmosphere and public prejudices rather than
standard political history. Water and washing, bicycles and public transportation engage him more than great
scientific discoveries. He discusses academic painting and poster art, the popular stage and music halls, at
greater length than avant-garde and classic theater or opera. In this book the importance of telephones,
plumbing, and central heating outranks such traditional subjects as international developments, the rise of
organized labor, and the spread of socialism.

Weber does not neglect the darker side of the fin de siècle. The discrepancy between material advance and
spiritual dejection, characteristic of our own times, interests him as much as the idea of progress, and he
reminds us that for most people the period was far from elegant. In the lurid context of military defeat,
political instability, public scandal, and clamorous social criticism, one had also to contend with civic dirt,
unsanitary food, mob violence, and the seeds of modem-day scourges: pollution, drugs, sensationalism,
debased art, the erosion of moral character. Yet millions of fin de siècle French lived as only thousands had
lived fifty years before; while their advance was slow, their right to improvement was conceded.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Webb:

Here thing why this France, Fin de Siècle are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through
a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food
or not. France, Fin de Siècle giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no e-book that similar with France, Fin de Siècle. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of France, Fin de Siècle in e-book
can be your choice.

Pamela Acuna:

The reserve untitled France, Fin de Siècle is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of France, Fin de Siècle from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Walter Telford:

The book with title France, Fin de Siècle contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Louise O\'Neill:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book France, Fin de Siècle. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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