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The American culture of death changed radically in the 1970s. For terminal illnesses, hidden decisions by
physicians were rejected in favor of rational self-control by patients asserting their "right to die"—initialy by
refusing medical treatment and more recently by physician-assisted suicide. This new claim rested on two
seemingly irrefutable propositions: first, that death can be a positive good for individual s whose suffering
has become intolerable; and second, that death is an inevitable and therefore morally neutral biological event.
Death Is That Man Taking Names suggests, however, that a contrary attitude persistsin our culture—that
death isinherently evil, not just in practical but also in moral terms. The new ethos of rational self-control
cannot refute but can only unsuccessfully try to suppress this contrary attitude. The inevitable failure of this
suppressive effort provokes ambivalence and clouds rational judgment in many people's minds and
paradoxically leads to inflictions of terrible suffering on terminally ill people.

Judicial reformsin the 1970s of abortion and capital punishment were driven by similarly high valuations of
rationality and public decision-making—rejecting physician control over abortion in favor of individual self-
control by pregnant women and subjecting unsupervised jury decisions for capital punishment to supposed
rationally guided supervision by judges. These reforms also attempt to suppress persistently ambivalent
attitudes toward death, and are therefore prone to inflicting unjustified suffering on pregnant women and
death-sentenced prisoners.

In this profound and subtle account of psychological and social forces underlying American cultural attitudes

toward death, Robert A. Burt maintains that unacknowledged ambivalence is likely to undermine the
beneficent goals of post-1970s reforms and harm the very people these changes were intended to help.
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From reader reviews:
France Brown:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Death Is That Man Taking Names: Intersections of American Medicine, Law,
and Culture (California/lMilbank Books on Health and the Public).

Jodie Long:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the item for all peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do
that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Death Is That Man Taking Names:
Intersections of American Medicine, Law, and Culture (California/lMilbank Books on Health and the Public).
All type of book could you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Todd Jacob:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstabl e resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Death |s That Man Taking Names: Intersections of
American Medicine, Law, and Culture (California/lMilbank Books on Health and the Public) as your daily
resource information.

John Flores:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyonein the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especialy fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Death Is That Man Taking Names: Intersections of American Medicine, Law, and Culture



(Cdifornia/Milbank Books on Health and the Public), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading areserve.
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