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Landscape, politics and history: the Italian mountains as a crucible of national and natural identity. This book
is part of a wider current in environmental history, that explores the links between nature and nation. It
uncovers how Italian identity and mountains have constituted one another. It argues that state regimes since
unification in 1861 have made mountains into national symbols and resources, thereby affecting mountain
communities and ecosystems. The nationalisation of Italian mountains has been a story of military conquest
and resistance, ecological and social transformation, expropriating resources and imposing meanings. The
wind of 'big' history was rolling through the Alps and the Apennines: State building and national identities,
totalitarianism and democracy, economic development and environmental protection, scientific knowledge
and vernacular practices are the substance of this book. The book starts with the revaluation of mountains as
the repository of the last Italian wilderness and chronicles the discovery/ invention of mountains as wild,
primitive, and rebellious places needing to be tamed. War World I permanently transformed mountain
landscapes and people, nationalising both. When the Fascists came to power, the process of politicisation of
mountains reached its acme; the regime constructed and exploited mountains both rhetorically and
materially, on one hand celebrating ruralism and rural people and, on the other, giving mountain natural
resources to large hydro-electric corporations. Having been the sanctuary of Resistance against the Nazi-
Fascist occupation, the Italian mountains were emptied by the economic boom of the 1960s; only recently
have the green of natural parks and the white of the ski resorts become the distinctive colors of the new,
tourist-oriented Italian mountains.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Moore:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular A Rugged Nation:
Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Robert Young:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled A Rugged
Nation: Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The A Rugged Nation: Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy giving you
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better
life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Thomas Morgan:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Rugged Nation:
Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Ann Craft:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book A
Rugged Nation: Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book A Rugged Nation: Mountains and the
Making of Modern Italy. You can more appealing than now.
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