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No composer contributed more to film than Bernard Herrmann, who in over 40 scores enriched the work of
such directors as Orson Welles, Alfred Hitchcock, Francois Truffaut, and Martin Scorsese. In thisfirst major
biography of the composer, Steven C. Smith explores the interrel ationships between Herrmann's music and
his turbulent personal life, using much previously unpublished information to illustrate Herrmann's often
outrageous behavior, his working methods, and why his music has had such lasting impact.

From hisfirst film (Citizen Kane) to hislast (Taxi Driver), Herrmann was a master of evoking psychological
nuance and dramatic tension through music, often using unheard-of instrumental combinations to suit the
dramatic needs of afilm. His scores are among the most distinguished ever written, ranging from the
fantastic (Fahrenheit 451, The Day the Earth Sood Still) to the romantic (Obsession, The Ghost and Mrs.
Muir) to the terrifying (Psycho).

Film was not the only medium in which Herrmann made a powerful mark. His radio broadcasts included
Orson Welless Mercury Theatre on the Air and The War of the Worlds. His concert music was
commissioned and performed by the New Y ork Philharmonic, and he was chief conductor of the CBS

Symphony.

Almost as celebrated as these achievements are the enduring legends of Herrmann's combativeness and
volatility. Smith separates myth from fact and draws upon heretofore unpublished material to illuminate
Herrmann's life and influence. Herrmann remains as complex as any character in the films he scored—a
creative genius, an indefatigable musicologist, an explosive bully, a generous and compassionate man who
desperately sought friendship and love.

Films scored by Bernard Herrmann: Citizen Kane, The Ghost and Mrs. Muir, Vertigo, Psycho, Fahrenheit

451, Taxi Driver, The Magnificent Amber sons, The Man Who Knew Too Much, North By Northwest, The
Birds, The Shows of Kilimanjaro, Cape Fear, Marnie, Torn Curtain, among others
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From reader reviews:
Kathy Vaughn:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and
Music of Bernard Herrmann, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Valerie Bdll:

Y ou can spend your free timeto read this book this publication. This A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and
Music of Bernard Herrmann is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so therearea
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ernest Tate:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music of Bernard
Herrmann can give you alot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great individuals. So, why hesitate? Let me have A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life
and Music of Bernard Herrmann.

Mary Tobin:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music
of Bernard Herrmann to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading through especialy. It isto be first opinion for you to like to available a
book and examine it. Beside that the guide A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music of Bernard
Herrmann can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of the time.
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