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The history of Asian American literature reveals the ongoing attempt to work through the fraught
relationship between identity politics and literary representation. This relationship is especially evident in
literary works which claim that their content represents the socio-historical world. The Semblance of
Identityargues that the reframing of the field as a critical, rather than identity-based, project nonetheless
continues to rely on the logics of identity.

Drawing on the writings of philosopher and literary critic Georg Lukacs, Christopher Lee identifies a
persistent composite figure that he calls the "idealized critical subject," which provides coherence to
oppositional knowledge projects and political practices. He reframes identity as an aesthetic figure that tries
to articulate the subjective conditions for knowledge. Harnessing Theodor Adorno's notion of aesthetic
semblance, Lee offers an alternative account of identity as a figure akin to modern artwork. Like art, Lee
argues, identity provides access to imagined worlds that in turn wage a critique of ongoing histories and
realities of racialization.

This book assembles a transnational archive of literary texts by Eileen Chang, Frank Chin, Maxine Hong
Kingston, Chang-rae Lee, Michael Ondaatje, and Jose Garcia Villa, revealing the intersections of subjectivity
and representation, and drawing our attention to their limits.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Rubio:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important normally. The book The Semblance of Identity: Aesthetic
Mediation in Asian American Literature had been making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Semblance of Identity:
Aesthetic Mediation in Asian American Literature is not only giving you far more new information but also
to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship while using book The Semblance of Identity: Aesthetic Mediation in Asian American
Literature. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Ben Hernandez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Semblance of
Identity: Aesthetic Mediation in Asian American Literature, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Anne Corchado:

The book untitled The Semblance of Identity: Aesthetic Mediation in Asian American Literature is the book
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Semblance of Identity:
Aesthetic Mediation in Asian American Literature from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Harold Singleton:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Semblance of Identity: Aesthetic
Mediation in Asian American Literature can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to



you.
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