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A decade ago in the Times Literary Supplement, Roderick Conway Morris claimed that “almost everything
that was going to happen in book publishing?from pocket books, instant books and pirated books, to the
concept of author’s copyright, company mergers, and remainders?occurred during the early days of
printing.” Ian Maclean’s colorful survey of the flourishing learned book trade of the late Renaissance brings
this assertion to life.

The story he tells covers most of Europe, with Frankfurt and its Fair as the hub of intellectual exchanges
among scholars and of commercial dealings among publishers. The three major religious confessions jostled
for position there, and this rivalry affected nearly all aspects of learning. Few scholars were exempt from
religious or financial pressures. Maclean’s chosen example is the literary agent and representative of
international Calvinism, Melchior Goldast von Haiminsfeld, whose activities included opportunistic
involvement in the political disputes of the day. Maclean surveys the predicament of underfunded authors,
the activities of greedy publishing entrepreneurs, the fitful interventions of regimes of censorship and
licensing, and the struggles faced by sellers and buyers to achieve their ends in an increasingly overheated
market.

The story ends with an account of the dramatic decline of the scholarly book trade in the 1620s, and the
connivance of humanist scholars in the values of the commercial world through which they aspired to
international recognition. Their fate invites comparison with today’s writers of learned books, as they too
come to terms with new technologies and changing academic environments.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Jackson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Scholarship, Commerce, Religion: The
Learned Book in the Age of Confessions, 1560-1630 as your daily resource information.

Kristi Duncan:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
soon. The Scholarship, Commerce, Religion: The Learned Book in the Age of Confessions, 1560-1630 will
give you new experience in reading a book.

Marc Medina:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Scholarship, Commerce, Religion: The
Learned Book in the Age of Confessions, 1560-1630 is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ann Amos:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Scholarship, Commerce, Religion: The Learned Book in the Age of Confessions, 1560-
1630 we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to
read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this
time book Scholarship, Commerce, Religion: The Learned Book in the Age of Confessions, 1560-1630. You
can more desirable than now.
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