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Western medicine—especially in contrast with non-Western traditions of medical practice—is widely
thought of as a coherent and unified field in which beliefs, definitions, and judgments are shared. Marc Berg
and Annemarie Mol debunk this myth with an interdisciplinary and intercultural collection of essays that
reveals the significantly varied ways practitioners of “conventional” Western medicine handle bodies, study
test results, configure statistics, and converse with patients .
Combining theoretical work with interviews and direct observation of the activities and interactions of
doctors, nurses, technicians, and patients, the contributors to this volume provide comparative studies of
specific cases. Individual chapters explore topics such as the contested domain of fetal surgery in a
California hospital, the construction of gender identity before transsexual surgery in Germany, and
differences in the treatment and definition of pain by two clinics in France. Differences in Medicine advances
earlier studies on medicine’s social diversity and regional variations to expose significant differences in the
presumptions and decisions that affect patients’ lives, and marks a dramatic development in both the study of
medicine and in science studies generally.
Revealing the ways in which the bodies and lives of people are constructed as medical objects by
practitioners, technologies, and textbooks, this collection calls for and initiates new, more textured
investigations and theories of the body in medicine and the practice of science. It will open new discussions
among medical and healthcare professionals as well as scholars in medical anthropology, science studies,
sociology, philosophy, and the history of medicine.

Contributors. Isabelle Baszanger, Marc Berg, Geoffrey C. Bowker, Monica J. Casper, Charis M. Cussins,
Nicolas Dodier, Stefan Hirschauer, Annemarie Mol, Vicky Singleton, Susan Leigh Star, Stefan
Timmermans, Dick Willems
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From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled Differences in Medicine: Unraveling Practices, Techniques,
and Bodies (Body, Commodity, Text) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Shawn Midkiff:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Differences in Medicine: Unraveling
Practices, Techniques, and Bodies (Body, Commodity, Text) book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still hesitation Differences in Medicine: Unraveling Practices, Techniques, and Bodies (Body, Commodity,
Text) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break
don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Kristopher Sutherland:

This Differences in Medicine: Unraveling Practices, Techniques, and Bodies (Body, Commodity, Text) is
great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great
arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having Differences in Medicine: Unraveling Practices, Techniques, and
Bodies (Body, Commodity, Text) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Harry Dwyer:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Differences in Medicine: Unraveling
Practices, Techniques, and Bodies (Body, Commodity, Text) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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