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What actually took place in the private laboratory of a mid-seventeenth century alchemist? How did he direct
his quest after the secrets of Nature? What instruments and theoretical principles did he employ?

Using, as their guide, the previously misunderstood interactions between Robert Boyle, widely known as
"the father of chemistry," and George Starkey, an alchemist and the most prominent American scientific
writer before Benjamin Franklin as their guide, Newman and Principe reveal the hitherto hidden laboratory
operations of a famous alchemist and argue that many of the principles and practices characteristic of
modern chemistry derive from alchemy. By analyzing Starkey's extraordinary laboratory notebooks, the
authors show how this American "chymist" translated the wildly figurative writings of traditional alchemy
into quantitative, carefully reasoned laboratory practice—and then encoded his own work in allegorical,
secretive treatises under the name of Eirenaeus Philalethes. The intriguing "mystic" Joan Baptista Van
Helmont—a favorite of Starkey, Boyle, and even of Lavoisier—emerges from this study as a surprisingly
central figure in seventeenth-century "chymistry." A common emphasis on quantification, material
production, and analysis/synthesis, the authors argue, illustrates a continuity of goals and practices from late
medieval alchemy down to and beyond the Chemical Revolution.

For anyone who wants to understand how alchemy was actually practiced during the Scientific Revolution
and what it contributed to the development of modern chemistry, Alchemy Tried in the Fire will be a
veritable philosopher's stone.
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From reader reviews:

Lawanda Beverly:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and
the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Alchemy Tried in the
Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry is not only giving you more new information but
also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship with all the book Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of
Helmontian Chymistry. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Betty Benner:

This Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry is great reserve for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or
we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian
Chymistry in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So
, this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Eric Reynolds:

Beside this specific Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of
Helmontian Chymistry because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have
book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

John Stewart:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,



novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian
Chymistry when you desired it?
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