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The idea of a missing link between humanity and our animal ancestors predates evolution and popular
science and actually has religious roots in the deist concept of the Great Chain of Being. Yet, the metaphor
has lodged itself in the contemporary imagination, and new fossil discoveries are often hailed in headlines as
revealing the elusive transitional step, the moment when we stopped being “animal” and started being
“human.” In The Accidental Species, Henry Gee, longtime paleontology editor at Nature, takes aim at this
misleading notion, arguing that it reflects a profound misunderstanding of how evolution works and, when
applied to the evolution of our own species, supports mistaken ideas about our own place in the universe.
 
Gee presents a robust and stark challenge to our tendency to see ourselves as the acme of creation. Far from
being a quirk of religious fundamentalism, human exceptionalism, Gee argues, is an error that also infects
scientific thought. Touring the many features of human beings that have recurrently been used to distinguish
us from the rest of the animal world, Gee shows that our evolutionary outcome is one possibility among
many, one that owes more to chance than to an organized progression to supremacy. He starts with
bipedality, which he shows could have arisen entirely by accident, as a by-product of sexual selection, moves
on to technology, large brain size, intelligence, language, and, finally, sentience. He reveals each of these
attributes to be alive and well throughout the animal world—they are not, indeed, unique to our species.

The Accidental Species combines Gee’s firsthand experience on the editorial side of many incredible
paleontological findings with healthy skepticism and humor to create a book that aims to overturn popular
thinking on human evolution—the key is not what’s missing, but how we’re linked.
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From reader reviews:

Sharron Marty:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution.
Try to stumble through book The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution as your
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Helen McCleary:

This book untitled The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Emery Flores:

This The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution is brand-new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The
Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Felix Smith:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Accidental Species:
Misunderstandings of Human Evolution to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of
Human Evolution can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing



what must you're doing of this time.
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