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The separation of powers is an idea with ancient origins, but nowadays it is often relegated to legal doctrine,
public philosophy, or the history of ideas. Yet the concept is often evoked in debates on the "war" on
terrorism, the use of emergency powers, or constitutional reform. So it is surprising that there have been few
attempts to place the study of the separation of powers on a social scientific footing. To that end, this book
makes a bold conjecture. It argues that the separation of powers emerged with the spread of literacy, became
a central part of constitutional thought in the context of the Gutenberg revolution, and faces unprecedented
challenges in our current era of electronic communication. The separation of powers is linked to social-
cognitive changes associated with evolving media of communication.

The essence of the argument is that constitutional states use texts to coordinate collective action, and they do
so by creating governmental agencies with specific jurisdiction and competence over distinct types of power.
The first, and most familiar to students of political science since Max Weber, is the power to make decisions
backed by legally sanctioned coercion. Cameron highlights two other forms of power: the deliberative power
to make procedurally legitimate laws, and the judicial power to interpret and apply laws in particular
circumstances. The division of government into three such branches enables state officials and citizens to use
written texts-legal codes and documents, including constitutions-along with unwritten rules and conventions
to coordinate their activities on larger scales and over longer time horizons.

Cameron argues that constitutional states are not weaker because their powers are divided. They are often
stronger because they solve collective action problems rooted in speech and communication. The book is a
must read for anyone interested in the separation of powers, its origin, evolution, and consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Labelle:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Strong Constitutions: Social-Cognitive Origins of the
Separation of Powers. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important some sort of book Strong Constitutions: Social-Cognitive Origins of the Separation
of Powers. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Paulette Rodriguez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Strong Constitutions: Social-Cognitive Origins of the Separation of Powers.

Anna Vinci:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time
to be read. Strong Constitutions: Social-Cognitive Origins of the Separation of Powers can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Timothy Hawkins:

Beside this specific Strong Constitutions: Social-Cognitive Origins of the Separation of Powers in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Strong Constitutions: Social-Cognitive Origins of the Separation of
Powers because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item?
Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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