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Mixing idealism with violence, abolitionist John Brown cut a wide swath across the United States before
winding up in Virginia, where he led an attack on the U.S. armory and arsenal at Harpers Ferry. Supported
by a “provisional army” of 21 men, Brown hoped to rouse the slaves in Virginia to rebellion. But he was
quickly captured and, after a short but stormy trial, hanged on December 2, 1859.

Brian McGinty provides the first comprehensive account of the trial, which raised important questions about
jurisdiction, judicial fairness, and the nature of treason under the American constitutional system. After the
jury returned its guilty verdict, an appeal was quickly disposed of, and the governor of Virginia refused to
grant clemency. Brown met his death not as an enemy of the American people but as an enemy of Southern
slaveholders.

Historians have long credited the Harpers Ferry raid with rousing the country to a fever pitch of sectionalism
and accelerating the onset of the Civil War. McGinty sees Brown’s trial, rather than his raid, as the real
turning point in the struggle between North and South. If Brown had been killed in Harpers Ferry (as he
nearly was), or condemned to death in a summary court-martial, his raid would have had little effect.
Because he survived to stand trial before a Virginia judge and jury, and argue the case against slavery with
an eloquence that reverberated around the world, he became a symbol of the struggle to abolish slavery and a
martyr to the cause of freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohan:

The book John Brown's Trial make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make examining a book John Brown's Trial to get your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide John Brown's Trial. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Lewis Dall:

Typically the book John Brown's Trial has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get
a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Larry Valadez:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The John Brown's Trial provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Jacob Brown:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like John Brown's Trial which is finding
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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