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The beating of Rodney King and the resulting riots in South Central Los Angeles. The violent clash between
Hasidim and African-Americans in Crown Heights. The boats of Haitian refugees being turned away from
the Land of Opportunity. These are among the many racially-charged images that have burst across our
television screens in the last year alone, images that show that for all our complacent beliefs in a melting-pot
society, race is as much of a problem as ever in America.
In this vastly important, widely-acclaimed volume, Kwame Anthony Appiah, a Ghanaian philosopher who
now teaches at Harvard, explores, in his words, "the possibilities and pitfalls of an African identity in the late
twentieth century." In the process he sheds new light on what it means to be an African-American, on the
many preconceptions that have muddled discussions of race, Africa, and Afrocentrism since the end of the
nineteenth century, and, in the end, to move beyond the idea of race.
In My Father's House is especially wide-ranging, covering everything from Pan Africanism, to the works of
early African-American intellectuals such as Alexander Crummell and W.E.B. Du Bois, to the ways in which
African identity influences African literature. In his discussion of the latter subject, Appiah demonstrates
how attempts to construct a uniquely African literature have ignored not only the inescapable influences that
centuries of contact with the West have imposed, but also the multicultural nature of Africa itself.
Emphasizing this last point is Appiah's eloquent title essay which offers a fitting finale to the volume. In a
moving first-person account of his father's death and funeral in Ghana, Appiah offers a brilliant metaphor for
the tension between Africa's aspirations to modernity and its desire to draw on its ancient cultural roots.
During the Los Angeles riots, Rodney King appeared on television to make his now famous plea: "People,
can we all get along?" In this beautiful, elegantly written volume, Appiah steers us along a path toward
answering a question of the utmost importance to us all.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever they
take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book? Sometime,
particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will want this In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture.

Jack Unger:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what type you should start with. This In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of
Culture is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Mark Wolf:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot of
information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read. If you
need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The In My Father's House:
Africa in the Philosophy of Culture will give you new experience in reading a book.

Gilbert Kimmel:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This In My Father's House: Africa in the
Philosophy of Culture can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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