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In a work of extraordinary narrative power, filled with brilliant personalities and vivid scenes of dramatic
action, Robert K. Massie, the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Peter the Great, Nicholas and Alexandra, and
Dreadnought, elevates to its proper historical importance the role of sea power in the winning of the Great
War.

The predominant image of this first world war is of mud and trenches, barbed wire, machine guns, poison
gas, and slaughter. A generation of European manhood was massacred, and a wound was inflicted on
European civilization that required the remainder of the twentieth century to heal.

But with all its sacrifice, trench warfare did not win the war for one side or lose it for the other. Over the
course of four years, the lines on the Western Front moved scarcely at all; attempts to break through led only
to the lengthening of the already unbearably long casualty lists.

For the true story of military upheaval, we must look to the sea. On the eve of the war in August 1914, Great
Britain and Germany possessed the two greatest navies the world had ever seen. When war came, these two
fleets of dreadnoughts—gigantic floating castles of steel able to hurl massive shells at an enemy miles
away—were ready to test their terrible power against each other.

Their struggles took place in the North Sea and the Pacific, at the Falkland Islands and the Dardanelles. They
reached their climax when Germany, suffocated by an implacable naval blockade, decided to strike against
the British ring of steel. The result was Jutland, a titanic clash of fifty-eight dreadnoughts, each the home of a
thousand men.

When the German High Seas Fleet retreated, the kaiser unleashed unrestricted U-boat warfare, which, in its
indiscriminate violence, brought a reluctant America into the war. In this way, the German effort to “seize
the trident” by defeating the British navy led to the fall of the German empire.

Ultimately, the distinguishing feature of Castles of Steel is the author himself. The knowledge,
understanding, and literary power Massie brings to this story are unparalleled. His portrayals of Winston
Churchill, the British admirals Fisher, Jellicoe, and Beatty, and the Germans Scheer, Hipper, and Tirpitz are
stunning in their veracity and artistry.

Castles of Steel is about war at sea, leadership and command, courage, genius, and folly. All these elements
are given magnificent scope by Robert K. Massie’s special and widely hailed literary mastery.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Kelly:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Castles of Steel: Britain,
Germany, and the Winning of the Great War at Sea. All type of book would you see on many resources. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

William Oden:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Castles of Steel: Britain, Germany, and the
Winning of the Great War at Sea is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Martina Lassiter:

This Castles of Steel: Britain, Germany, and the Winning of the Great War at Sea usually are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Castles of Steel: Britain, Germany, and the
Winning of the Great War at Sea can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Castles of Steel: Britain, Germany, and the
Winning of the Great War at Sea forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Micah Clark:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read will be Castles of Steel: Britain, Germany, and the Winning of the Great
War at Sea.
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