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Vast like the subcontinent itself and teeming with outrageous and exotic characters, Net of Magic is an
enthralling voyage through the netherworld of Indian magic. Lee Siegel, scholar and magician, uncovers the
age-old practices of magic in sacred rites and rituals and unveils the contemporary world of Indian magic of
street and stage entertainers.

Siegel's journeys take him from ancient Sanskrit texts to the slums of New Delhi to find remnants of a
remarkable magical tradition. In the squalid settlement of Shadipur, he is initiated into a band of Muslim
street conjurers and performs as their shill while they tutor him in their con and craft. Siegel also becomes
acquainted with Hindu theatrical magicians, who claim descent from court illusionists and now dress as
maharajahs to perform a repertoire of tricks full of poignant kitsch and glitz.

Masterfully using a panoply of narrative sleights to recreate the magical world of India, Net of Magic
intersperses travelogue, history, ethnography, and fiction. Siegel's vivid, often comic tale is crowded with
shills and stooges, tourists and pickpockets, snake charmers and fakirs. Among the cast of characters are
Naseeb, a poor Muslim street magician who guides Siegel into the closed circle of itinerant performers; the
Industrial Magician, paid by a bank, who convinces his audience to buy traveler's checks by making twenty-
rupee notes disappear; the Government Magician, who does a trick with condoms to encourage family
planning; P. C. Sorcar, Jr., the most celebrated Indian stage magician; and the fictive Professor M. T.
Bannerji, the world's greatest magician, who assumes various guises over a millennium of Indian history and
finally arrives in the conjuring capital of the world—Las Vegas.

Like Indra's net—the web of illusion in which Indian performers ensnare their audience—Net of Magic
captures the reader in a seductive portrayal of a world where deception is celebrated and lies are transformed
into compelling and universal truths.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hart:

The book untitled Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India is the reserve that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Joyce Williams:

Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort
that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in
India although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.

George Tucker:

This Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India is great e-book for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Net of Magic:
Wonders and Deceptions in India in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Christopher Arnold:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, and also soon. The Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India will give you a new
experience in examining a book.
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