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Winner of the 2015 Aldo and Jeanne Scaglione Prize for Comparative Literary Studies, awarded by
the Modern Language Association.

Theories of power have always been intertwined with theories of fatherhood: paternity is the oldest and most
persistent metaphor of benign, legitimate rule. The paternal trope gains its strength from its integration of
law, body, and affect?in the affirmative model of fatherhood, the biological father, the legal father, and the
father who protects and nurtures his children are one and the same, and in a complex system of mutual
interdependence, the father of the family is symbolically linked to the paternal gods of monotheism and the
paternal ruler of the monarchic state.

If tragedy is the violent eruption of a necessary conflict between competing, legitimate claims, The Tragedy
of Fatherhood argues that fatherhood is an essentially tragic structure. Silke-Maria Weineck traces both the
tensions and various strategies to resolve them through a series of readings of seminal literary and theoretical
texts in the Western cultural tradition. In doing so, she demonstrates both the fragility and resilience of
fatherhood as the most important symbol of political power.

A long history of fatherhood in literature, philosophy, and political thought, The Tragedy of Fatherhood
weaves together figures as seemingly disparate as Aristotle, Freud, Kafka, and Kleist, to produce a stunning
reappraisal of the nature of power in the Western tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Angelina Rone:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Tragedy of Fatherhood: King Laius and the Politics of Paternity in
the West (New Directions in German Studies). Try to the actual book The Tragedy of Fatherhood: King
Laius and the Politics of Paternity in the West (New Directions in German Studies) as your pal. It means that
it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Stacey Eades:

The experience that you get from The Tragedy of Fatherhood: King Laius and the Politics of Paternity in the
West (New Directions in German Studies) is the more deep you searching the information that hide in the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The
Tragedy of Fatherhood: King Laius and the Politics of Paternity in the West (New Directions in German
Studies) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this The Tragedy of Fatherhood: King Laius
and the Politics of Paternity in the West (New Directions in German Studies) instantly.

Ada Peterson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Tragedy of Fatherhood: King Laius and the Politics of Paternity in
the West (New Directions in German Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Shane Dagostino:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Tragedy of Fatherhood: King Laius
and the Politics of Paternity in the West (New Directions in German Studies) is simple to deliver you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys



this book.
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