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“From the first page to the last, Klein’s prose retains its powers of enchantment and illumination. It is one of
the best boxing books ever penned.”
—Boston Globe

“[A] muscular, relentlessly detailed book.”
—Wall Street Journal

“I can lick any son-of-a-bitch in the world.”

So boasted John L. Sullivan, the first modern heavyweight boxing champion of the world, a man who was
the gold standard of American sport for more than a decade, and the first athlete to earn more than a million
dollars. He had a big ego, big mouth, and bigger appetites. His womanizing, drunken escapades, and chronic
police-blotter presence were godsends to a burgeoning newspaper industry. The larger-than-life boxer
embodied the American Dream for late nineteenth-century immigrants as he rose from Boston’s Irish
working class to become the most recognizable man in the nation. In the process, the “Boston Strong Boy”
transformed boxing from outlawed bare-knuckle fighting into the gloved spectacle we know today.

Strong Boy tells the story of America’s first sports superstar, a self-made man who personified the power and
excesses of the Gilded Age. Everywhere John L. Sullivan went, his fists backed up his bravado. Sullivan’s
epic brawls, such as his 75-round bout against Jake Kilrain, and his cross-country barnstorming tour in which
he literally challenged all of America to a fight are recounted in vivid detail, as are his battles outside the ring
with a troubled marriage, wild weight and fitness fluctuations, and raging alcoholism. Strong Boy gives
readers ringside seats to the colorful tale of one of the country’s first Irish-American heroes and the birth of
the American sports media and the country’s celebrity obsession with athletes.
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

This Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan, America's
First Sports Hero without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't be worry Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero
can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan, America's First
Sports Hero having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.

Jane Kim:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can help men
and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L.
Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jimmy Miller:

The book untitled Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero contain
a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very easy
to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice go through.

Shane Dagostino:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Strong Boy: The Life and Times of John L. Sullivan, America's First Sports Hero
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