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Powerful and controversial from its 1895 publication to the present, Jude the Obscure scandalized Victorian
critics, who condemned it as decadent, indecent, and degenerate. Between its frank portrayals of sexuality
and its indictments of marriage, religion, and England's class system, the novel offended a broad swath of
readers. Its heated reception led the embittered author to renounce fiction, turning his considerable talents
ever afterward to writing poetry.
Hardy's last novel depicts a changing world, where a poor stonemason can aspire to a university education
and a higher place in society — but where in reality such dreams remain unattainable. Thwarted at every
turn, Jude Hawley abandons his hopes, is trapped into an unwise marriage, and pursues a doomed
relationship with his free-spirited cousin, Sue Bridehead. The lovers find themselves equally incapable of
living within the conventions of their era and of transcending its legal and moral strictures. Hailed by modern
critics as a pioneering work of feminism and socialist thought, Hardy's tragic parable continues to resonate
with readers.
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From reader reviews:

James Reed:

The book Jude the Obscure (Dover Thrift Editions) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Jude the Obscure
(Dover Thrift Editions) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a reserve Jude
the Obscure (Dover Thrift Editions). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Charles Shin:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Jude the Obscure (Dover Thrift
Editions) to read.

Marion Driskell:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Jude the Obscure (Dover Thrift Editions) can be great
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Regina Dye:

Jude the Obscure (Dover Thrift Editions) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Jude the Obscure (Dover
Thrift Editions) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial considering.
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