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Entertaining doyenne Phyllis Hoffman shows how to prepare a stunning table for any occasion.

So many of the events of our lives, from the formal to the informal, are celebrated by gathering around a
table. Whatever the occasion—whether it's a holiday dinner, Sunday brunch, or a casual lunch with
friends—the table is the place where we relax and enjoy each other's company while savoring a great meal.

No one knows how to dress a table with elegance and flair better than Phyllis Hoffman, publisher of
Southern Lady magazine, the quintessential resource for entertaining the gracious Southern way. Now,
Hoffman draws upon her years of expertise to create Southern Lady Gracious Tables, the definitive guide to
creating gorgeous "tablescapes" for every occasion.

Starting with the basics, Hoffman presents a series of breathtaking spreads for a whole range of occasions,
from formal settings to casual get-togethers, and describes how to achieve each look, right down to the
recipes—55 in total—for her mouthwatering specialties. Enjoy a lovely outdoor lunch of tasty Fried Green
Tomatoes with Crab and Green Chile Cream Sauce, or finish off a dinner party with delectable Praline Bread
Pudding with Bourbon Sauce.

Hoffman then builds a "wardrobe for the table," navigating through the complex world of dinnerware, fine
linens, and serving pieces. Each and every element of the table—from fruit saucer to lemon fork to water
goblet—is covered in a friendly, helpful way.

Finally, there's advice on adding that all-important personal touch, with instructions on how to craft flowers,
family heirlooms, collectibles, and other unexpected treasures into the perfect centerpiece, place marker, or
accent. All along, her advice includes refreshingly simple techniques for presentation and encourages the
reader's own creativity in playing with colors, patterns, and styles.

Complemented by lush photography and told in Hoffman's accessible, encouraging, and deliciously Southern
voice, Southern Lady Gracious Tables is a must-have for every aspiring hostess, south or north of the Mason
Dixon. The perfect gift for any woman who loves to entertain, it has all the tools, tips, and inspiration you
need to elevate the ordinary to the unforgettable.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Cornwell:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Southern Lady: Gracious Tables: The
Perfect Setting for Any Occasion will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or appropriate book with you?

Glen Hoffman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Southern Lady: Gracious Tables: The
Perfect Setting for Any Occasion publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Southern Lady:
Gracious Tables: The Perfect Setting for Any Occasion as good book not simply by the cover but also from
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Lauren Barnett:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. Southern Lady: Gracious Tables: The Perfect Setting for Any Occasion can
be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Ettie Hardcastle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Southern Lady: Gracious Tables: The Perfect
Setting for Any Occasion.
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