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It is widely accepted that the canon of African American literature has racial realism at its core: African
American protagonists, social settings, cultural symbols, and racial-political discourse. As a result, writings
that are not preoccupied with race have long been invisible—unpublished, out of print, absent from libraries,
rarely discussed among scholars, and omitted from anthologies.

However, some of our most celebrated African American authors—from Zora Neale Hurston and Richard
Wright to James Baldwin and Toni Morrison—have resisted this canonical rule, even at the cost of critical
dismissal and commercial failure. African American Literature Beyond Race revives this remarkable literary
corpus, presenting sixteen short stories, novelettes, and excerpts of novels-from the postbellum nineteenth
century to the late twentieth century-that demonstrate this act of literary defiance. Each selection is paired
with an original introduction by one of today's leading scholars of African American literature, including
Hazel V. Carby, Gerald Early, Mae G. Henderson, George Hutchinson, Carla Peterson, Amritjit Singh, and
Werner Sollors.

By casting African Americans in minor roles and marking the protagonists as racially white, neutral, or
ambiguous, these works of fiction explore the thematic complexities of human identity, relations, and
culture. At the same time, they force us to confront the basic question, “What is African American
literature?”

Stories by: James Baldwin, Octavia E. Butler, Samuel R. Delany, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Frances Ellen
Watkins Harper, Chester B. Himes, Zora Neale Hurston, Nella Larsen, Toni Morrison, Ann Petry, Wallace
Thurman, Jean Toomer, Frank J. Webb, Richard Wright, and Frank Yerby.

Critical Introductions by: Hazel V. Carby, John Charles, Gerald Early, Hazel Arnett Ervin, Matthew Guterl,
Mae G. Henderson, George B. Hutchinson, Gene Jarrett, Carla L. Peterson, Amritjit Singh, Werner Sollors,
and Jeffrey Allen Tucker.
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From reader reviews:

David Giles:

This book untitled African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Gregory Rivera:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This African American Literature Beyond Race:
An Alternative Reader can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Sandra Kelley:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific African American Literature Beyond Race: An
Alternative Reader can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have factor
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have African American
Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader.

Delores Saenz:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader can make you sense more interested
to read.
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