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First published in 2005, Understanding Jihad unravels the tangled historical, intellectual, and political
meanings of jihad within the context of Islamic life. In this revised and expanded second edition, author
David Cook has included new material in light of pivotal developments such as the extraordinary events of
the Arab Spring, the death of Usama b. Ladin, and the rise of new Islamic factions such as ISIS.

Jihad is one of the most loaded and misunderstood terms in the news today. Contrary to popular
understanding, the term does not mean "holy war." Nor does it simply refer to an inner spiritual struggle.
This judiciously balanced, accessibly written, and highly relevant book looks closely at a range of sources
from sacred Islamic texts to modern interpretations, opening a critically important perspective on the role of
Islam in the contemporary world.

David Cook cites from scriptural, legal, and newly translated texts to give readers insight into the often
ambiguous information that is used to construct Islamic doctrine. He sheds light on legal developments
relevant to fighting and warfare and places the internal, spiritual jihad within the larger context of Islamic
religion. He describes some of the conflicts that occur in radical groups and shows how the more mainstream
supporters of these groups have come to understand and justify violence. He has also included a special
appendix of relevant documents including materials related to the September 11 attacks and published
manifestos issued by Usama b. Ladin and Palestinian suicide-martyrs.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Manns:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Understanding Jihad. Try to the actual book Understanding Jihad
as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Serafina Hayes:

The book Understanding Jihad make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Understanding Jihad for being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a publication Understanding Jihad. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Michael Jones:

The event that you get from Understanding Jihad is a more deep you searching the information that hide into
the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Understanding Jihad giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Understanding
Jihad instantly.

Mary Cruz:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Understanding Jihad can give you a lot of friends because
by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Understanding Jihad.
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