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Joseph Conrad's dark satire on English society

In the only novel Conrad set in London, The Secret Agent communicates a profoundly ironic view of human
affairs. The story is woven around an attack on the Greenwich Observatory in 1894 masterminded by Verloc,
a Russian spy working for the police, and ostensibly a member of an anarchist group in Soho. His masters
instruct him to discredit the anarchists in a humiliating fashion, and when his evil plan goes horribly awry,
Verloc must deal with the repercussions of his actions. While rooted in the Edwardian period, Conrad's tale
remains strikingly contemporary, with its depiction of Londoners gripped by fear of the terrorists living in
their midst.

This edition of The Secret Agent contains a chronology, further reading, notes and maps of London and
Greenwich. In his introduction, Michael Newton discusses London's real-life world of political anarchy, and
Conrad's portrayal of the Verlocs' marriage.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Secret Agent: A
Simple Tale (Penguin Classics) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Babara Lopez:

The Secret Agent: A Simple Tale (Penguin Classics) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort
that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Secret Agent: A Simple Tale (Penguin
Classics) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial contemplating.

Alejandro Koenig:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Secret Agent: A Simple Tale (Penguin Classics) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Gertrude Hoskins:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Secret Agent: A Simple Tale (Penguin Classics) can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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