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Some of the essays in this book - notably those concerned with examining Western influences on sub-
Saharan African writings (tracing Shakespearean and Brechtian echoes in Nigerian drama, for instance, or
following the footprints of Sherlock Holmes in Swahili detective fiction) - fit the traditional definition of
comparative literature. These are essays that cross national literary boundaries and sometimes transcend
language barriers as well. They look for correspondences in related literary phenomena from widely
dispersed areas of the globe, bringing together what is akin from what is akimbo. But most of the essays
included here involve closer comparisons. Two focus on works produced in different languages within the
same African nation (Yoruba and English in Nigeria, Afrikaans and English in South Africa), and one
presents a taxonomy of dominant literary forms in English in three East African nations. Others concentrate
on the oeuvre of a single author, and on the likely future output of exiled writers who soon will be returning
home. One essay contrasts discursive tendencies within the same text, and another investigates conflicting
African and Western religious beliefs. A great variety of comparative methodologies is deployed here; not all
of these are transnational, multilingual or pluralistic in scope. The last two groups of essays deal with matters
of characterization and authorial reputation. Studies of the depiction of African Americans, politicians and
women in a wide range of African literary texts are followed by an assessment of the current standing of
anglophone Africa's leading authors. In entering such highly contested terrain, the comparatist approach
adopted has been that of the neutral witness to early African attempts - comparatist in their own way - to
define an African canon of classic texts. Authors discussed include: Ama Ata Aidoo (Ghana); Chinua
Achebe, John Pepper Clark, Cyprian Ekwensi, D.O. Fagunwa, Wole Soyinka and Amos Tutuola (Nigeria);
Peter Abrahams, J.M. Coetzee, Nadine Gordimer, Alex La Guma, Thomas Mofolo, Es'kia Mphahlele and
Karel Schoeman (South Africa).
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From reader reviews:

William Fuller:

This Comparative Approaches to African Literatures (Cross/Cultures) are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Comparative Approaches to African
Literatures (Cross/Cultures) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Comparative Approaches to African Literatures
(Cross/Cultures) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Kathy Woodward:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book Comparative Approaches to African Literatures (Cross/Cultures) it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
possesses high quality.

Ann Birdsell:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it.
It is known as of book Comparative Approaches to African Literatures (Cross/Cultures). You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to
other place.

John Dame:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Comparative Approaches to African Literatures (Cross/Cultures) we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book



Comparative Approaches to African Literatures (Cross/Cultures). You can more inviting than now.
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