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Language in Social Life is a major series which highlights the importance of language to an understanding of
issues of social and professional concern. It will be of practical relevance to all those wanting to understand
how the ways we communicate both influence and are influenced by the structures and forces of
contemporary social institutions.

In all modern societies individuals are subject to tests, whether to enter educational programs, to pass from
one level to the next or to grant certificates to practice. Yet, tests are powerful tools which are often
introduced in undemocratic and unethical ways as disciplinary tools for carrying out various policy agendas.
Tests can be detrimental to people's lives as they are capable of affecting and defining the knowledge and
behaviour of those who are being tested.

The Power of Tests applies a critical perspective of language tests by examining their uses and consequences
in education and society and by viewing tests not as isolated events but rather as embedded in social,
educational and political contexts.

The book is divided into four parts: the first part establishes the power of tests through echoing the voices of
test takers, describing the features of the power of tests, and the temptations that tests offer to bureaucrats
who use them for power and control. The second part reports on studies that provide empirical evidence
about intentions and effects of a number of large scale language tests. The third part interprets the results by
examining their consequences on education and society, arriving at a model of tests' use. The final section of
the book offers strategies for controlling and minimising the misuses of tests by introducing the notion of
Critical Language Testing which calls for the examination of the consequences and misuses of tests,
monitoring of power and pointing to their unethical uses. It also provides a comprehensive discussion of the
responsibilities of language testers, including a new Code of Ethics, as well as strategies for guarding and
protecting the rights of test takers.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Power of Tests (Language in Social Life). Try to make the book
The Power of Tests (Language in Social Life) as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Irene Wang:

The knowledge that you get from The Power of Tests (Language in Social Life) will be the more deep you
digging the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Power of Tests (Language in Social Life) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this The Power of Tests (Language in
Social Life) instantly.

Neil Espinoza:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book The Power of Tests (Language in Social Life). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Henry Jones:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Power of Tests (Language in Social Life) when you desired it?
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